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Overview  
• Restoration work conducted through various grants and partnerships 

– CMP 306/306A, 309, CEPRA, CIAP funding 
 

• Needs assessment in our long-term planning initiative (CMSP) used as a tool to 
inform and enhance planning under the RESTORE Act 

 
• Priority projects from our needs assessment align with those selected for 

NFWF funding 
 

• Using our long-term planning initiative to streamline grant funding to address 
restoration 
 

• Develop a spatial decision-support tool as part of our long-term planning 
initiative to aid in permitting 

 

 

 



CMP FY13 Projects 

Planning & 
Permitting 
Assistance, 

25% 

Coastal 
Habitat 

Conservation 
& Restoration, 

24% 

Public Access, 
20% 

Coastal Water 
Quality & 
Quantity 

Protection, 
14% 

Waterfront 
Revitalization 
& Ecotourism 
Development, 

4% 

Administration
, 10% 

Coastal 
Natural 
Hazards 

Response, 3% 



Current 
Restoration 

Projects 



Nueces Bay 
Causeway Marsh 

Restoration 

Before 

After 



South Padre Island Dune Restoration 

Before 

After 



Shell Bank: An Oyster Shell Reclamation, Storage, 
and Recycling Program for Oyster Reef 
Restoration  
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Baseline Needs Assessment of the Texas Coast 
  To serve as a baseline for developing a long-

term planning tool 
 

 Aid in focusing resources to address priority 

regional concerns 
 

 Identified current issues of concern and 

potential solutions (projects) in the 4 Texas 

coastal regions 
 

 A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of 

coastal experts evaluated 1) the issues of 

Concern and 2) potential solutions for their 

area. 



Evaluation of Regional Issues of Concern 
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Example Proposed Project for Evaluation 



Evaluation of the Project’s Ability to Address Issues of Concern 



Project Benefits Evaluation Questions 



Results for Region 1 Project Evaluation Questions 
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• A Plan for Texas is being developed by the TX Commission on Environmental Quality 
 

• Website  should be operational soon 
 

• Plan will encompass: 

• 5 GCERTF goals  
• Restore & Conserve Habitat: Stopping the Loss of Critical Wetlands, Sand 

Barriers and Beaches 
 

• USFWS Vision for a Healthy Gulf of Mexico Watershed 
• Restore and conserve habitat; 

•  Restore wetland and aquatic ecosystems; 
•  Protect and restore coastal strand, barrier island and estuarine island 

habitats; 
• Laguna Madre and Rio Grande River Valley; 
• Coastal Bend; 
• Austin’s Woods and Prairies; 
• Chenier Plain; 

 

RESTORE Act: Developing a Texas Plan 



NFWF Projects 

• Galveston Island State park Marsh 
Restoration & Protection 
 

• West Galveston Bay Water Quality Initiative 
Land Conservation 
 

• Oyster Reef Restoration in East Bay of the 
Galveston Bay Ecosystem 
 

• Gulf Coast Migratory Waterfowl 
Enhancement Project 
 

• Sea Rim State Park Coastal Dune Restoration 
 



Streamline Grant Funding to Address 
Priority Issues of Concern 

Gulf shoreline erosion along Texas Point 
National Wildlife Refuge and Sea Rim State 
Park 

Erosion and development threaten marsh, 
grasslands and dunes on North Padre Island 

Erosion and invasive species threaten rookery 
habitat on Bird and Heron Islands  

Loss of oyster reef habitat in Galveston Bay 

Decreased water quantity and quality into 
Matagorda and San Antonio Bays 

Coastal Habitat 
Conservation & 

Restoration 

24% 

Increasing flood risks to infrastructure, like 
Hwy. 87, from shoreline erosion, dune 
degradation and wetland loss 



CMSP Permitting Decision-Support 
Tool Development 



In Summary: 
• Currently TX has no restoration “strategy” but restoration projects are 

implemented through grants 
– CMP 306/306A, 309, CEPRA, CIAP 
 

• Areas of concern identified through our long-term planning initiative (CMSP) are 
being incorporated into the RESTORE process for restoration projects 
 

• Specific priority project from our long-term planning process have been selected 
for NFWF funding 
 

• Findings from our long-term planning initiative will be implemented through our 
CMP to streamline grant funding to address identified regional issues of concern 
 

• Final product of our long-term planning initiative will be a spatial decision-support 
tool to aid in permitting 

 

 

 



Questions? 

Kate Zultner 
Coastal Resources 

Kate.Zultner@glo.texas.gov 
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